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Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site (www.mysapl.org) under “News & Events” then “News & Newsletters.” Backfiles will soon be added.

Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, historians, archivists, genealogists, archæologists, and those in other allied fields informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass this information on to other interested parties in their locations. 
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I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would also be welcome. 




Texana/Genealogy Class Schedule
San Antonio Public Library

	Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.  

E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 



Tuesday, 3 November; 2:00-3:30 p. m.   -  Internet Class  
WorldCat and other library catalogues
WorldCat is the world's largest network of library content and services. WorldCat libraries are dedicated to providing access to their resources on the Web, where most people start their search for information.
This class is limited to 15 participants so registration is required. Call 210-207-2500 and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov. 


The Texana/Genealogy department now has a presence on the San Antonio Public Library’s website, www.mysapl.org. Go to the website, click on “Services,” and scroll down to Texana/Genealogy. There you will find our blog, back issues of the South Texas Researcher, our upcoming classes, and some of our “guides.”


The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist—databases, websites, event schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now has the following guides on the library’s website under “Resources.” 

Civil War

Death

Family History

Hispanic Genealogical research

Jewish Genealogy

Local History 

Special Collections

Texas History

The Wild West

The Friends of Texana/Genealogy are also on Facebook. So, you may keep up with the Friends of Texana/Genealogy and the department by becoming a “friend.” There is a video on the difference between primary and secondary sources, and pictures from our collection of illuminated manuscript pages, photographs of the 1921 flood, photographs from one of our lock-ins, and World War I posters. See you there.

As many of you have heard the hours Texana/Genealogy will be open to the public have been reduced to forty hours a week. Here are our hours beginning 1 October 2009.

	Monday
	closed

	Tuesday
	Noon-8:00

	Wednesday
	9:00-5:00

	Thursday
	Noon-8:00

	Friday
	9:00-5:00

	Saturday
	9:00-5:00

	Sunday
	closed


The following displays may be seen currently in Texana/Genealogy. 

German Texan Heritage
Family History Month 

Texas Archaeology Awareness Month/Native American History Month 

Texas Natural Wonders


Los Bexareños Genealogy Society

Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.       

              
Meeting Date: November 7, 2009 
Speaker: Juan Tejeda
Topic: La Historia y Raices de Musica Conjunto
Juan Tejeda is an educator, poet/writer, arts administrator, recording artist, ex-jefe of a traditional Aztec dance group, button accordionist, vocalist, and songwriter for the Conjunto Aztlan. A native of San Antonio, Texas, he learned how to play the accordion when he was nine years old at the hands of a young Santiago Jiménez, Jr., who was his first maestro. He played drums for a couple of years with Santiago Jiménez Jr. y su conjunto. In 1977, while attending the University of Texas at Austin, Juan and various musician friends formed the Conjunto Aztlan. After graduating from the university with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chicano Studies, he returned to San Antonio and served as the Xicano Music Program Director for the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center for eighteen years (1980-1998). During this time he created the internationally renowned Tejano Conjunto Festival en San Antonio and directed it for its first seventeen years. He also implemented community-based music classes (which included instruction in conjunto and mariachi music), directed the center’s Performing Arts Series, edited many of the center’s publications, and produced several audio and video projects. 

After leaving the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, he received his Master of Arts degree in Bicultural Studies from the University of Texas at San Antonio. He is currently (since 2002) an Instructor of Music and Mexican-American Studies at Palo Alto College in San Antonio where he created and developed the first conjunto music program at the college/university level in the nation.

Juan Tejeda is a published author of two books: Enamorado, en la guerra, y reconociendo la tierra, Aztlan ’76-’79 (M&A Editions, 1980), and Puro Conjunto: An Album in Words & Pictures (CMAS Books/University of Texas at Austin and the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, 2001). He has written and lectured extensively on Conjunto/Tejano music and in 2005 collaborated with acclaimed photographer John Dyer by writing the Preface and captions for the landmark book of photographs of conjunto musicians entitled Conjunto (University of Texas Press).

In 2007 the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center asked him to return to the Tejano Conjunto Festival and he has served as Coordinator of the festival the last two years. He is already working on coordinating the upcoming 29th Annual Tejano Conjunto Festival en San Antonio 2010.

Help for the beginning genealogist.
 The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through beginner's workshops.  Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced members of the Society. Currently we are offering assistance by appointment only and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month between the hours of 10:00am and 2:00pm at the following location:

The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society
 911 Melissa Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213

Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno  210-647-5607  dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net
Yolanda Patino  210-434-3530  patinogil@sbcglobal.net
________________________________________________________________

   
Witte Museum
3801 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78209

(210) 357-1900

Fotoseptiembre 2009: Small Town Texas
22 August through 4 October 2009

Lonesome Dove: Photos by Bill Wittliff
Piper Memorial Wing
19 September through 3 January 2010
Colors on Clay: Pottery in San Antonio
19 September through 21 March 2010
McNay Art Museum
6000 North New Braunfels
San Antonio, Texas  78209

(210) 824-5368

Reclaimed: 
Paintings from the Collection of Jacques Goudstikker
7 October through 10 January 2010
The Harmon and Harriet Kelley Collection of 
African American Art: 
Works on Paper 
23 September through 3 January 2010
______________________________________________________________

San Antonio Museum of Art
200 West Jones Ave
San Antonio, TX  78215
(210) 978-8100

Culinary Delights
5 September 2009  – 21 February 2010
The Arts of the Missions of Northern New Spain: 1600-1821
17 October 2009  – 3 January 2010
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Hosted by SAGHS in our 50th Year




November 6-7, 2009 
Omni Hotel San Antonio, 9821 Colonnade Blvd. at IH 10 N
1-800-TheOmni (843-6664) for reservations
	Featured speaker on 
Colonial & Military Records   
	Also:
Texas multi-cultural genealogy workshops
(Czech, German, Hispanic, Jewish, Polish)
Vendors and Door prizes
Lone Star Chapter APG Road Show
(free genealogy consultations)
 
Partner Society Special Sessions
Round Table Mini-Sessions
Awards Banquet
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	Craig R. Scott, CG        
	

	Research opportunities in San Antonio
        San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society Library
                (15 minutes from the Omni Hotel)
        San Antonio Central Library (in downtown San Antonio)
        Daughters of the Republic of Texas library (on the Alamo grounds)   

	San Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society  

	PO Box 790087        San Antonio TX 78279-0087

	Telephone:   210-342-5242   Email:  saghs@sbcglobal.net


See the Society’s web page (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsaghs2/) for membership information. Non-members may use the library for $5.00 a visit.

Library hours:

· Monday 10am-4pm
· Wednesday 10am-9pm
· Saturday10am-4pm
· Sunday 1pm-5pm

The San Antonio Civil War Roundtable

(SACWRT) is a non-profit group that promotes the study of the American “Civil War”. Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Hungry Horse Restaurant, 12333 West Avenue to discuss topics about the War.  The group gathers at 6 p.m. to eat and visit, with the speaker and discussion at 7 p.m.  Meetings also include a raffle and a trivia quiz. 

We are seeking new members.  Please visit one of the meetings to see if this group might be of interest to you.  Annual dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.  For further information contact Russ Lane at 491-0676 or by email russlanerok@aol.com.

If you are interested in joining, send your check, made payable to the San Antonio Civil War Round Table, to Ken Magee, Treasurer, 913 Country Meadow, San Antonio, TX 78253.


National History Day – 2010
www.nhd.org
Every year National History Day frames students' research within a historical theme. The theme is chosen for the broad application to world, national or state history and its relevance to ancient history or to the more recent past. This year's theme is Innovation in History: Impact and Change. 

The NHD theme provides a focused way to increase student's historical understanding by developing a lens to read history, an organizational structure that helps students place information in the correct context and finally, the ability to see connections over time.

Transforming Your Classroom with National History Day

Want your students to love history? Then National History Day is the program for you!  National History Day motivates students to discover history by:

· Cultivating interest: students research a topic of their choice 

· Developing research skills: students act as historians discovering how to uncover primary sources, build historical context and form historical interpretations 

· Becoming experts on their research topic: presenting their research to teachers, students, and historians 

· Achieving success
-The shy student gains confidence when speaking about a topic he/she has researched
-The apathetic student gains passion by choosing a topic of personal interest
-The high achieving student increases his/her ability to articulate their learning through presentation 

NHD Classroom Calendar:  Download the theme book for the theme explanation and sample topics 

September and October 2009
· Support students in choosing a topic. 

· Help students decide if their project will be done individually or as a group. 

· Guide students in reading a variety of quality sources. 

· Help students narrow and ask questions of the topic (e.g. Can I do the topic in the amount of time allotted? Are there enough resources to support a research project on this topic?). 

October, November and December

· Encourage students to read, read, read. 

· Students need to begin analyzing sources. 

· Help students develop a thesis. 

· Explain formulating an interpretation and presenting research. 

December and January

· Introduce the possible methods of presentation: Web site, Performance, Exhibit, Documentary, or Paper and support students in being good decision makers. 

February 2010:  Regional History Fair – dates and times to come. Be sure to stop by to see our Texas map display.

Protestant Church Materials 
(microforms & some paper)
Many family historians at some point must seek out church records for baptisms, marriages, or burials to help establish dates and locations of their ancestors. Another important element is the history of religion in our state and country. Over the years Texana/Genealogy has acquired many relevant sources. 
In this issue we list only Protestant sources.

African American Missionary Baptist Annual Reports, 1865-1900: Texas

American Home Missionary Society Papers, Series I: Incoming Correspondence – Texas, 1834-1893 (A-Z)

American Missionary Association Archives, 1839-1882: Texas (correspondence)

Conference Journals, Methodist Episcopal Church, South.


Roll 1: Southern Annual Conference, 1927-1936



Texas Mexican Mission, 1841-

Roll 2:
Texas Mexican Mission, 

Roll 3: Texas Mexican Mission,     -1947

North Texas Conference, 1867-1885

Conference Journals, Southwest Conference of the United Methodist Church
1941 to current (missing 1944, 1946, 1988, 1989, 1992-1993, 1995-1998, 2001-
2003, 2005-2006, 2009. If anyone would like to donate copies of the missing years to the collection, please contact us.)
Texas Stern  (Monthly newspaper).  German Conference of the Methodist Church in Texas – local, 
state, and national news in German.
Roll 1: August 1913-Dec. 1924



Roll 2: Jan. 1925-Dec. 1942
TEXAS METHODIST NEWSPAPER ABSTRACTS  (microfiche)

       Texas Christian Advocate  (vol. 1-6)


13 Aug. 1857 - 29 March 1870


  2 May 1872 - 12 Sept. 1885

       Texas Wesleyan Banner  (Vol. 1)

17 April 1850 - 29 April 1854  
Journal of the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the U.S.A.

1898, 1910, 1919, 1925, 1928, 1931, 1934, 1937, 1940, 1943, 1946, 1949, 1952, 
1953, 1955, 1958, 1961, 1976, 1979.  (If anyone would like to donate copies of the missing years to the collection, please contact us.)

The Living Church Annual & Whittaker’s Churchman’s Almanac (Episcopal)


1898, 1909, 1912, 1917, 1920, 1923-1928, 1930-1937, 1943, 1945-1947, 1949-1953, 1955, 
1958-1963, 1965, 1967-1968, 1970-1974, 1976-1979, 1981-1983, 1985-1988, 1990

(If anyone would like to donate copies of the missing years to the collection, please contact us.)
Episcopal Clerical Directory (title varies)

1898, 1905, 1910-1911, 1913, 1917, 1920/21, 1924, 1926, 1929, 1938, 1953, 1959, 1965, 1968, 1975, 1977, 1979, 1983, 1987.  If anyone would like to donate copies of the missing years to the collection, please contact us.)

Protestant Episcopal Church, Diocese of West Texas, Journal and Reports


1964-1976, 1978-79, 1981-1987.  If anyone who would like to donate copies of the 
missing years to the collection, please contact us.)

TEXAS PRESBYTERIAN NEWSPAPER ABSTRACTS (microfiche)


The Texas Presbyterian


       3 Nov. 1846 - 24 Aug. 1854


       25 Feb. 1876 - 15 Feb. 1878

SOUTHWESTERN PRESBYTERIAN NEWSPAPER ABSTRACTS (microfiche)


Southwestern Presbyterian


       25 Feb. 1869 - 8 Feb. 1877

TEXAS BAPTIST NEWSPAPER ABSTRACTS  (microfiche)


The Texas Baptist


       7 March 1855 - 31 Dec. 1856


       1857, 1858, 1859


       5 Jan. 1860 - 29 Nov. 1860


       3 Jan. 1861 - 14 June 1861


       13 Jan. 1876 - 28 Dec. 1876


       11 Jan. 1877 - 20 Dec. 1877


       3 Jan. 1878 - 2 Jan. 1879


       9 Jan. 1879 - 1 Jan. 1880


       6 Oct. 1881 - 21 Feb. 1884

Independent  (NY) - 1849-1928.  This newspaper began as a Congregationalist arm. About 
1860 Henry Ward Beecher became editor and moved the paper to a more general

and evangelical audience. By the middle 1880s it appealed to a general audience 
publishing not only religious news, but also poetry and a section for children.
“Harlan Paul Douglass Collection of Religious Research Reports” (fiche)


A series of 2,317 reports and documents containing original research data that focuses on the church as a social institution. Most are studies of individual churches or communities and completed between 1945 and 1970, although some predate 1945. There are indices by author, denominations, states, counties, cities, and subject (Genealogy 016.26183 Brewer – office).
Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, vols. 9, 10, 11


(vols. 1-8 &12 see books at 975.6 Fri)

Transactions of the Huguenot Society, 1889-1981 (microfiche)

American Home Missionary Society Papers, Series I: Incoming Correspondence – 
Tennessee, 1850-1893 (A-Z) [on roll with Texas]

American Home Missionary Society Papers, Series I: Incoming Correspondence – 

Utah, 1864-1876 (A-Z)  [on roll with Texas]

Old Lutherans in Wisconsin and Minnesota, 1842-1899 – M. W. Johnson (microfiche)

Both the Genealogy and Texana collections contain many books recording church records and histories.

A Program Sponsored by the Starr County Historical Commission

Subject:  Archaeological Fieldwork Done At Rancho El Saladito, Formerly 

Rancho San Lorenzo of Don Ramon Guerra, Citizen Representative 

Surveyor of the Porcions of the Jurisdiction of Mier. 

Presenter:  Archaeologist, Dr. Mary Jo Galindo, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.  Information  

Is Based On Research For Her Dissertation: Con Un Pie En Cada 
Lado: Ethnicities and the Archaeology of Spanish Colonial 
Ranching Communities Along the Lower Río Grande 
Valley (Published 2003, University Of Texas - Austin, Department of 

Archaeology)

                

Highlights of Presentation:  Fieldwork conducted in 2002 at Rancho San 

Lorenzo/Rancho El Saladito with focus on the primary settlement and 

its subsequent growth, dating from the 1750s until about 1820.

· Archival material (census data, and birth, death, and marriage records) which aided in reconstruction of the ranch population and their relationships during a 70-year period.

· A review of census data which includes animal population and ranch ownership to one or more ranch occupants.

Conclusions include:
· The earliest settlement at the ranch was strategically close to the
Rio Grande for access to fresh water.

· As the extended family grew, more settlements were built to the south and southwest along a peninsula formed by the intersection of the Arroyo El Saladito and the Rio Grande.

· Ranch households were comprised of members of an extended kin               network residing in multiple structures arranged strategically along the landscape. Therefore, their land belonged jointly to the kin network or lineage, while each unit of the network would have exerted control over their respective livestock and pastures.

· Distribution of livestock indicated specialization by certain families in breeding or training certain animals to the exclusion of others. This specialization likely influenced the spatial arrangement of settlements across the landscape.
· Age did not appear to correlate with wealth, although livestock was concentrated in the hands of a few male members. The eldest son of the original founders of the ranch in the 1750s did not own the most livestock in 1820; rather, marriages contributed significantly to the wealth of the ranch by incorporating the property of in-laws.
· Ceramic artifacts were instrumental in dating the settlements encountered and provide testament to the extensive trade relationships that stretched at first to Spain through central and coastal Mexico and later to England through Matamoros.
· Despite access to trade networks, evidence of the colonists’ self-sufficiency was also found in the archaeological record. For example, a large portion of the ceramic collection was locally-made utilitarian wares that appeared to be used consistently throughout the occupation. A scissor handle and thimble support ethnographic evidence that women made most, if not all, of the family’s clothes and blankets. While cloth may have been purchased for clothing, sheep’s wool was used to make quilts and bedding.

Date:  Saturday, November 7, 2009

Length of Program:  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Location of Presentation:  The World Birding Center - Roma Bluffs located at 

610 N. Portscheller St. in Roma.

Meal:  Subway Box Lunches and drinks for an early lunch at the program site.  

            (Lunch Box consists of a turkey sandwich, fruit, chips, and cookie.  

          
$7.00 will cover lunch and drink.  Those with specific dietary                    
needs/restriction are invited to bring their own meal.)
    

Transportation:  Caravan by private auto to the Rancho in Mier, Tamaulipas,   

         
Mexico.

Tour:  Original rancho de Ramon Guerra - Now Rancho Saladito in Mier - 

          
(Visit to site of fieldwork and stone house, on the Ranch property)

Audience:  Members of The Starr County Historical Commission; 

          
 Representatives from la Ciudad de Mier; Members of Las Porciones  

            (Edinburg); Librarians; Local History Instructors; Other Interested  Parties

                                        

Room Accommodations: If an overnight stay is desired, participants are           
encouraged to make their own arrangements. Here is hotel/motel information
            for Rio Grande City: Best Western Garden and Suites 

             (4758 East US Highway 83, Rio Grande City 956/488-0866); 

            Holiday Inn Express (5274 East Hwy 83 & Blanco Rd. Rio Grande 

            City  956-487-7772);  La Borde House (601 E. Main St., Rio 

            Grande City  956 487-5101).

 

Dress:  Comfortable; Sturdy Walking Shoes

  

Border Crossing: Participants planning to cross into Mexico MUST have a 

  
Passport, a Passport card or other valid travel document to enter 

or re-enter the United States.  Refer to the following official U.S. 

Government websites for specific information.

( http://travel.state.gov/travel/cbpmc/cbpmc_2223.html                      

and http://travel.state.gov/passport/ppt_card/ppt_card_3926.html)

 

 Areas of Caution, Precaution and Law:  

Wild animals, such as Snakes, Coyotes, Javelinas, and Badgers 

can be seen roaming the ranch, therefore, for your personal 

safety and that of the group, we MUST stay together.  

 (Remember:  This is a working ranch.  We do not want to 

interfere with its daily routine.)

 

It Is Illegal To Transport Artifacts Across The Border. Collection  of Artifacts Will NOT Be Allowed At This Historic Site.

THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS MOTTO WILL BE OUR MOTTO:  LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS.   TAKE ONLY PICTURES.

   PLEASE R.S.V.P. to SAM RAMOS:  mariaeliaramos@yahoo.com      

The Louisiana Biography and Obituary Index
http://www.nutrias.org/~nopl/obits/obits.htm

The Louisiana Biography and Obituary Index references obituaries and death notices published in New Orleans newspapers from 1804-1972 and biographical information published in older Louisiana collective biographies. The original index, housed in the Louisiana Division of New Orleans Public Library, is an alphabetical card file of more than 650,000 names.
Southern Presbyterian History Archives
http://www.ctsnet.edu/Library/ArchivesOnlineCatalog.aspx

The Special Collections and Archives department of Campbell Library at Columbia Theological Seminary is pleased to announce the launch of a new archives online catalog providing public access to records of archival holdings relating to Southern Presbyterian history.  In 2007 the seminary received records of over 800 congregations, 500 individuals and 80 presbyteries which were formerly located at the Presbyterian Historical Society in Montreat, NC.  The collections include primarily materials from the Southern Stream of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and its predecessor bodies.  The Southern Stream is identified as Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, West Virginia, and Virginia. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department

San Antonio Public Library

600 Soledad

San Antonio, Texas 78205
210-207-2500



e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail.

For the
 
December 2009 issue by 15 November

January 2010 issue by 15 December 

February 2010 issue by 15 January
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Introduction





South Texas is being broadly defined as beginning in Val Verde County in the west; moving east to Austin (Travis County); and then southeast through Caldwell, Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun counties to the Gulf of Mexico.








If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail the  address at the end  of this newsletter.


Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested. 


Thank you!
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